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HAPTER I. 
THE YOL XTEER ' OF THE C1YJL WAR, 1 61-1 "65. 

'' 'rERRITORY OF JEFFER ox.) ~'..XD I'I.' l.IILIT ARY co:.IP A~1E ._ 
OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR-ORGA?\11ZATIOX OF TAF:B
GOYERXOR GILPIX' 'El.IERGEXCY l.IEA 'URE '-THE SIT ATIOX 
IX NEW MEXICO 1 61-62-BATTLE OF VALVERDE- O~TFEDER
ATE ADV Al'\f E-ORGANIZA.TIOX OF THE FIRST COLOR.ADO IN
FAXTRY VOLU:\TTEERS-1ARCH TO FORT NION-BATTLE OF 
LA GLORIE'l' _.'..-COXPEDERA'l'E RE'l'IRE:M:ENT-REORGA.NIZA
TIOX OF THE REGDIENT AS CAY~\.LRY-IXDIAX CAMPAIGX '
}fG TER OU'I. 

The ''First General A ·sem bly of the 'l'erritory of J effer ·on'' met in Dem·er 
during January, 1 60. and among the' Act. · ·· pas ed b~- the "Legi lature" wa 
one ' To authorize the formation of military companies·' . In thi o-called ' Act' 
the hi tory of the military oraanization of Colorado had it beginning, and 
under authority of the la'' there "a. rai ed in the latter part of January, 1 60, 
in Auraria (We. t DeITver ) and Dem·er t\\o military com panie known re. pectively 
as the "J effer on Rangers ' and the "Denver Guard. ". The "Jefferson Ranger " 
were commanded by aptain H. H. C. Harri. on, ancl ''ere called upon two weeks 
after their initial organization to uppre a la•des. gang in Auraria kno,Yn a. 
the "Bummer ' in the ' Turkey \\ar" of February, 1 60.1 The "Denver 
Guard , ._a mounted company, wa under command of Captain \Y. P. l.lcClure, 
an ardent ·upporter of the Southern cau e and quite a noted character in the 
new community becau e of hi duel with R. E. \Yhit itt (later to become olo
rado ' first Adjutant General) in October of 1 59. To quote from miley· 
''Hi tory of Den Yer' ' : 'The. e companies would . eem to have had thing wrong 
end foremost. for the 'Guards' hould haYe been on foot and let the 'Ranaer ' 
haYe the hor e if there were much ranging to be done. HoweYer. that wa. of 
little con equence; for both companie.· di. banded late in that winter (1 60-61 ) 
and, therefore. a organization \\ere not known of men in the event of the 
ciYil •rnr; though a large proportion of their member. enli ted in the regiment 
organized later' . 

1 So-called becau e the '"Bummers'" had robbed a ranc h er of a wagon l oad of turkeys 
that he had brought to Auraria to sell. This episod e precipitated the "\Yar" between the law
abiding citizens and the '"Bummer s'". and result d in the eYentua l banishment of the latter. 
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Colorado became a territory of the L"nion on February 26. 1 61, and the 
first governor of tbe newly created territory, \\ illiam Gilpin, arrived in Denver 
on :J1ay 29th, 1 61, to take up his dutie. a chief executive. The Civil \Var bad 
commenced, and condition in the ne"· territory ''ere in a ome,,hat chaotic 
condition. A large ecessioni t element \Ta · pre ·ent in the community, and 
prompt and deci ive measure "·ere ne<:e ary to save Colorado to the Union. 
The e mea ure GoYernor Gilpin applied " ·ith characteri tic vigor, and a a mean 
towards the defen e of the territory he began the enrollment of military com
panie which were the nucleu.· of the Colorado Yolunteer who later played o 
important a part in the campaign: in ~ew :J1exico, :J1is. ouri, Colorado and Kan a . 

As a further mean. of organizing the military of the territory GoYernor 
Gilpin appointed a military staff "·ith R. E. Whit. itt a Adjutant General, 'amuel 
l\1oer Quartermaster, John S. Fillmore, Paymaster. and :J1orton C. Fisher, 
purcha ing agent. The latter wa. ent out to buy and collect all the arm. that 
could be obtained, and a. every settler or emigrant had brought at lea t one rifle 
or shotgun into the territory a large and varied a sortment wa oon . e ured. 
Thi mea. ure wa .. upposed to . erve the double purpo e of obtaining arms for 
the troop that \Vere being rai eel and to deprive outhern ympathi:er of 
weapon that might be u ·eel again t the force. of the L"nion. Inasmuch a · the 
weapon purcha ed ''ere a heterogeneou. colle<:tion of all calibers and make totally 
un uited to the u e of an organized military force, and a: the 'outhern 
sympathi:er would not ell their arm . . neither purpo. e wa. attained. In fact, 
the Governor soon had acfr1·e competition in the purcha:e of arm . Confederate 
ympathi. er , throwing off all re traint, entered the field for the purcha e of 

arm , and actually po. ted . mall handbill in Dem·er and the adjacent mining 
camps offering good price for serviceable rifle · and ammunition. However, they 
did not get the re. ult expected, and the Confederate mo,·ement in Denver 
practically ended \Yhen the former Captain :McClure and everal of hi fellow 
sece sioni t left the town to join the outhern army. 

Confederate a piration at thi. time <:ontemplated the adding of ~ew Mexico, 
Arizona California and Colorado to the territory of the seceding tate , and 
Brigadier General II . H. ibley, a former officer of the regular army of the 

nited tate .. "-a. · a. igned the duty of organizing the Southern for<:e for the 
inva ion of :New :J1e:s:ico and the ub equent conquest of the outhwest. He 
a embled hi command, mo tly Texan. , about bvo thousand fise hundred officer 
and men, at an .A.ntonio, Texas late in the summer of 1 61, and clue to unexpected 
delays did not ·tart hi march toward Kew :Mexico until December, 1 61. His 
immediate objecti Ye wa the capture of the fort in New :Jie:s:ico along the line 
of the Rio Grande, which were, thank to former Secretary of War John B. Floyd, 
a Southern ympathi er filled to capacity with military upplie of all kind . 
These fort in order from the south were Fillmore, Thorn, CraiO', l\Iarcy and 
Union. To oppo e ihley adYance. Colonel E. R. S. anby, commanding the 
-nion force. in Xe'" ::\Ie:s:ico, had a , em bled at Fort Craig a thou. and regular 

from everal different regiments, t"·o regiment of Xew ::\1e:s:ico Yolunteer , Dodd' 
Independent 'ompany of Colorado Yolunteer (of ·which we hall have more to 
ay later ) , and a mall force of Kew ::\fexico territorial militia, in all an effective 
trength of about twenty-fiYe hundred men. ibley occupied Fort Fillmore and 

Thorn without oppo ition . and continuing his march to the north with hi force 
augmented to about 3,000 effective · encountered Canby at Valverde near Fort 
Craig. Here, on February 21, 1 62, a bloody encounter en ued in which the 

nion force · suffered a. erious reYerse. Canby retired to Fort Craig, and ibley 
continued hi, triumphant march north along the Rio Grande capturing Albu
querque and 'an ta Fe without oppo. ition. The new. of ibley' progre. and 
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'anby' appeal for reinforcements ewntually reached Denver, and to which 
we will now return to a certain what the Territory of Colorado did to aid Canby. 

Early in the ummer of 1 61 Colorado offered to furnish the War Department 
in \\T ashington with eYeral of the companies that were then being raised. The 
offer wa rejected, but thi did not deter GoYemor Gilpin. and he continued to 
go ahead and perfect the organization of an infantry regiment. His authority 
for doing o ,,-a., rather ob cure, and a a con equence he experienced great diffi
culty in ecuring the nece. ary upplie and equipment. As an expedient to 
meet the expense of the regiment be is ued draft direct upon the ecretary of 
the Trea ·ury. This action \Ya of course illegal, but the draft were readily 
accepted by tho. e furni bing the ·upplie , and it certainly achieved the immediate 
purpo e of getting the regiment upplied. The draft. were repudiated by the 
'ecretary of the Treasury ''hen they arrived in \Vashington, but were enntually 

paid after much acrimoniou bickerin(J' and the removal of Governor Gilpin. 

In July. 1 61, 'amuel H. Cook rai:ed a mounted company in the outh lear 
Creek mining district for . ervice under General ' Jim'· Lane in Kansa ·. Cook 
and hi men \Yere per uaded to remain in Colorado and join the new regiment , of 
\Yhich they became Company F. Recruiting office. were opened in Denver, the 
Clear Creek mining tmm , Boulder, and at other point:. Ten companie \Yere 
oon recruited and the re(J'iment wa ordered to rendezvou at Camp \Veld near 

Dennr. John P. 'longh a prominent la"·yer of Dem·er \Ya appointed Colonel, 
Samuel F. Tappan . Lieutenant olonel, and John :\I. Chivington. pre. iding elder 
of the Rocky :\fountain di trict of the l.1ethodist Epi. co pal Church. wa appointed 
:\Iajor. CbiYin(J'ton bad been tendered the Chaplaincy of the regiment, "bich he 
refused, and at his earne t request "a a igned to combat duty. The Reverend 

COL. JOH~ :\L CHIVINGTOX 
1st Colorado Cavalry. 1 61-65 

J. II. (Father) Kehler of the 
Episcopal Church wa ap
pointed Chaplain of the 
regiment in ChiYington 's 
stead. Dr. John F. llamil
ton -..rn appointed Surgeon 
with the rank of .Major, an I 
Dr. Le1'i: C. Tolle .A. :istant 
'urgeon "·ith the rank of ap

tain. 'l'he company command
er and the locality in "hich 
the r e pective companies were 
recruited were as follows : 

Company A. - Dem·er: 
.John P. lough. Captain. 
Wh en Captain lough wa 
appointed Colonel. Lieuten
ant E.W. \V'ynkoop ,,a. ap
pointed captain of the com
pany. 

Company B-Dem·er; 'am
uel F. Tappan, Captain. On 
Captain 'rappan' appoint
ment a. Lieutenant Colonel. 
'amuel ~I. Logan \Ta. pro

moted Captain in hi . teacl. 
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Company C-DenYer and Bm:k. kjn Joe mining clistritt; Ri c.:hard 'opris, 
Captain . 

Company D-Dem·er; Jacob Dmrning, Captain. 

Company E-Oro City and Laurette· . 'cott J . .Anthony Captain. 

Company l"- · 'outh Clear Creek mining clistric.:t; ·amuel II. Cook . Captain. 

Company G-XeYacla and Empire 'itr; Jo ·iah \Y. Hambleton, Captain . 
Later ca. hiered and Lieutenant William F. \Yilder promoted to the captaincy. 
Formn Captain Hambleton '"a. ub equently honorabl~· c1i charged and eYen
tually appointed 2d Lieutenant in the 'l'hircl Colorado CaYalry . 

Company II- 'entral City; George L. 'an born, Captain. 

Company I- DenYer and Cent ral City; Charles :J1ailie. Captain. Company 
compo. eel almost entirely of Germans. 

Company K- Denver and Central City : Charle.· P. )larion . Captain. 
Ca hiered and succeeded b)· 'amuel II. Robbin as Captain. Lieutenant Eayres 
re igned at thi: time from the company, and later became 1. t Lieutenant of 
)lcLain '. famou. battery. 

Beh1·ee11 ~'l..ugust 26 and December H. 1 '61. the regiment ,rn. mustered in 
to the G'nited 'tate· enic.:e for a term of three yeac a. the First Regiment 
Colorado Infantry Yolunteer.-. The per,,onnel of the regiment ,~ms of an unrnmall)· 
high order. the men being hard~· and well :ea~onecl. s If reliant and acc:u. tomecl 
to danger. The regiment . le<s three l·ornpanies uncler Lieutenant Colonel 'l'appan 
which were garrisoning Fort \Vi ·e (aftenrnrcls named Fort L~·on ), remained at 
Camp \Yelcl until Februar.1· 22. 1 ' 62, "·hen it c.:ommencecl it ' march in l'Ompliance 
"· itb orderfl to proceed to Xew )Iexico to reinforce Colonel Canby. 

~'l..ffairs in Xew )lexico 'nre reaching a critical condition: Nible,._ a: we 
have een, hml occupied Albuquerque and . 'anta Fe after defeating l'an h.1· at 
\~ah·erde . ancl was now preparing to man·h on Fort L"nion. He had cliYicle<l his 
forc:e; -:\Iajor Pyron and .)00 ca rnlryrnen were at :-Jant::t Fe aml Lieutenant Colonel 
'curn· "·as ordered to 
proce~d with the bnlk 
of the Confederate 
force and the . uppl~
trains from ~\lbuqnet· 

que by wa.1· of B erna
lillo to Gali. teo. Here 
he "·as "·ithin fifteen 
miles of the "-estern 
exit of La Glorieta 
pa , and it "·as con
templated that "·hen 
the adYance to Fort 
Cnion was resumed 
the t"·o fo rces would 
unite in the ~'l..pach 
Canyon at the "·estern 
encl of the pa . .-. 

:Jieairn-bile the :B irst 
Reg-iment of the 'olo-

Detachment Co. "G" 1st Colorado Cavalry Volunteers drill
ing in the main street of Empire, Colo., umrner of 1 61. 
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rado Infantry Yolunteers ,,·as on the march to"·ards Xe'T }Iexico. The 
regiment. le ·s the detachment at Fort Wise, left Dem·er on February 22d (the 
day following the battle of Yah-erde and news of which had not. of cour. e, 
reached Dem·er as yet ), and Lieutenant Colonel Tappan 's detachment left 
Fort \Yi e on :;\farch 3d, following. The march to Fort l"nion. Xew :'.\Iexico. 
,rn. an eYentful one. and its ton· i well told in \\,.hitford · '·Colo rado 
Yolunteer: in the CiYil \Yar .. and f~om which I quote the following: 

'"Cntil thee olorado troop reached the 'anta Fe trail they marched 
through a ection of the countD· in "hich there "a: . carcely anything worthy 
the name of a broken wagon road. ·when the companie from Carn p \Yeld 
had arriYed at Pueblo. and tho. e from Fort \ Vise at old Fort Bent. both on 
the Arkansas River. they learned for the fir t time, through advice from 
Colon el Canby. that bi Fort Craig force bad been rnnqui. heel at Yalver le 
and nearl~7 all of his field guns captured. and that the Confederates were moY
ing in triumph northward along the Rio Grande. They 1Yere urged to ha ten 
to hi. relief. Di carding eYerytbing except actual nece .. itie .. the hYO di vi ion. 
immedjately .truck out :outhwarcl. achancing a. rapidly a the~· were able 
through the e,·eral incbe. of nO\T that covered the country. and making about 
forty mile a cla~-. The column were united on tbe heachrnter of the Purgatoire 
riYer. <ll Gray' ranch, near the pre ent city of 'l'rinidad. On the way the men 
wen' deeply impre eel by the grandeur of the winter :cene1T around the 
maje tic 'pani h Peak to their right. The~· followed the 'anta Fe trail 
through the wild, picture que gorge beh..-een Simpson ·s rest and Fisher peak. 
and on oYer the Raton }fountain::;. * * * ~\..: th e regiment "·a preparing to 
bi,·ouac at the clo. e of the day, :'.\larch "th. on the . outhern . lopes of the Raton 
:;\fountain·, and expectin"' to haYe a greatl~- needed rest for the night after the 
toil. ome cli1ubing of the oppo ite . lope, there cla;;hed into the camp a courier 
from l'olonel Gabriel R. Paul. of the Fourth regiment Xe'v }Iexico Yolunteer .. 
and commander at Fort rnion. with the startling information that General 
. 'ibley wa. already in posse!<l"ion of Albuquerque ancl . 'anta Fe. was fa»t enlisting 
Yolunteer there. and completing bi. arrangement - to marc:h upon and attack 
the fort. in which "·ere only ome 400 regulars. and about the ame number of 
Yolunteers. to lefend it. On a . tirring appeal to tbe regiment to render . peedy 
aid to it. garri. on. all of the men expre.·;;ed their "·illingne. s to . et out again 
without delay, tarrying 'only their arm.' ancl blanket. ·. 'l'hrough the darknes: 
up to cla:dight and over a route to "·hi.ch the~- were not accustomed. tbe~- marched 
thirty miles to :'.11axwell · ranch on the Cimanon riwr, making in all ·ixty
sewn they had traYeled continuously since the morning before. and ninetr·hYo 
in the previous thirty-six hour . Here the~- 'wre eompelled to halt from ' . beer 
exhaustion'. 'ome of their animals. 'on account of ownrnrk and underfed', 
hacl dropped dead in the harne. : on the road. One or hrn compan ie. had been 
monnted for the moYement to Fort L'nion. for . couting purpo. e., bnt the other 
coYere<l the. e extraordinary distances on foot-a proof of the men'. great 
ph~·sical enduranee. ~'..fter a brief rest. the Colorndo Yolunteer: proceecle 1 
to,Yarcl the threatened po. t, encountering on the fir:t da~- a bitterly told ancl 
furiom; windstorm. a mountain hunicane. which . ho,Yered and blinded them 
with rlriven snmY. dw t aml . and. But in the evening of the second clay, 
}Iarc:h 10th. they \Yere jo~-ou l~- welcomed b~· the officer. and -olcliern at 11 ort 
l"nion . and al:o b~- the goYernor of Xew }lexieo. 1Yho, with the other territorial 
offic·er,.,. had abandoned 'anta Fe and ma le Las Yega . thirty mile;.; . outh of the 
fort. the emergency . eat of their goYernment.'' 



THE EARLY :'.\ULIT ARY HISTORY OF COLORADO 

'l'he regiment remained at Fort "Gnion nntil :.1arch 22d. undergoing in the 
meantime daily drilling and being completely outfitted with clothing. equipment, 
arm and ammunition from the goYernment tore . Colonel Slough a .. urned 
command of the po t by virtue of hi · eniority. and o construed Colonel 'anby': 
orders to Colonel Paul, the commander of Fort Union prior to the arrival of the 
Colorado troop: that he decided to achance again t the invading Confederate 
rather than \Yait to be attacked at the po:t. 'l'he order from Canby had diretted 
Colonel Paul, if joined by a :ufficient force . to act independently and by adYancing 
over the same route that the enem• rnn:,,t take to reach the fort he could defend 
it as \Yell a by stay in a and could better ''ha ras the enemy'' and di t:over an 
opportunity for·' prote ·ting 'an ta Fe from depredation''. Colonel Paul di. agreed 
with 'lough 's interpretation of Canby's order but, a the equel \Yill ·how. the 
deci ion to take the offensive wa. the wi 'est cour e under the circum tance.· . 

'l'h . trength of Colonel Slough's force on leav ing Fort nion \Ya· 1,:3-±2 
officer. and men, an l compri.·ed the First 'olorado Infantry Volunteer , Ford' 
Independent Company of Colorado Yolunteer / Companie .J.. and G, 6th "C". '. 
Infantry. detaehment: from Companie D and G 1. t U. '. Cavalry and Companies 
C, E. and K 3d L' . S. CaYalry. hYO light batterie. of four gun each, and one com
pany of the -!th ;\ew :.rexico \ olunteer" Colon l Paul wa left at Fort Union 
with a :mall "Hard of regular and Yolunteer . . 

The command marched to Bernal Spring . . X :'IL and on ;.rarch 26th. )Iajor 
Chivington "-ith Companies .tl., D, E and :F' (the latter mounted ) Fir 't Colorado 
Infantry Yolunteer and a detachment of re,.,ular l'aYalry, in all about -±1 ' officer. 
and men, 'rn: ordered to make a reconnaiPsance in force with the object of " ur
prising and expelling from Santa l•'e the enemy. reported then to be only about 
one hundred men, "-ith two pieces of artillery'·. ChiYington bivotrncked on the 
the night of 23-26 :\Iarch at Kozlow. ki 's ranch on the Peco at the eastern end of 
La Glorieta Pas. . During the night a detachment from Company 1'""', Fin;t 
Colorado, under command of Lieutenant :\el. on, captured at Pigeon·. ranch a 
·mall ho tile detachment 'Yhich included two officer:. From them it wa learned 
that the achanee guan1 of Sibley': forte 'ra: at the \\·estern encl of La Glorieta 
Pa · and that the Confederate · intended mo,·ing on Fort "Gnion Yia the pas. on 
the following clay. Early on the morning of the 26th ChiYington '. detachment 
wa on the march we tward through the I.,a Glorieta Pa ·s, and on pa: ing the 
ummit and entering the Apache Can~-on ("·estern end of the pass ) the achanee 

guard unexpectedly encountered a detachment of thirty Texans under command 
of a lieutenm1t. These were captured without any ea. ualtie. on either side, and 
on continuing the march the main body of Pyron': force \\·a encountered ad
Yancing up the canyon. '' Then \Yere exhibited the superb pu h, claring and 
hardihood of the frontier:men who constituted the bulk of both eommancls. On 
thi pot began the armed eonflict-b1·ief. fearle:. and decisive-between the>ic 
detachment:, in one of which were 'Baylor's Babe · ', a they "-ere familiarl:· 
called and in the other the 'Pet Lamb · of Colorado'. The i ·ue at ' take wa: the 
immediate mastery and the future ciYil eontrol of an immen e region in the \Ye,.t 
and Southwest'' .3 

The Confederate: at once deployed on "'aining contact "-ith ChiYington 's 
force , and their artillery, two hO\Yitzer.·, opened fire from po ition. near the road 
on the rather elose formation of the Federal troops. ChiYington acted promptly; 
the cavalry and Cook's monnted company of the Fir:t Colorado under command 
of Captain llo\\·lancl. :3cl r. s. CaYalry. \Yel'e sent to the rear with in:tructions to 
eharge the hostile artillery in the eYent of it. retirement from it present po ·it ion, 

' S ee C1rnpte r 2. fo llo \\·ing. 
3 " Co lorado \"olunteers in th e C h ·iJ \\'ar" - \\"hitforcl- pp. , 4 a ncl , . 
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and Cai tains .. Wynkoop and Anthony with their companie. , A and E Fir t 
Colorado. were at once deployed on the hill:ide to the left ( outb ) of the field 
aboYe the line of fire of the ho. tile artillery. These companie. ''ere later rein
forced by a company of regular caYalry di ·mounted under command of Captain 

·war Department map of Kew Mexico and Southern Colorado, 1 65-1 70. 1. Fort 
Lyon. 2. Raton Pass. 3. Fort Garland. 4. Maxwell's Ranch. 5. Fort nion. 
6. Pigeon's Ranch. 7. Apache Canyon and Johnson's Ranch. . Bernal Spring. 
9. Glorieta. 10. Gali teo. 11. Peralta. 12. Fort Craig. 13. ValYerde Battlefield. 

14. El Paso, Texas. 



10 THE EARLY :\IILITARY HISTORY OF COLORADO 

Charles J. ·w alker. Captain Do"ning ''ith bis company, D F irst Colorado. 'ms 
deployed on the mountain icle to the right. and the remainder of the infantry 
"a deployed a tricle the roachrny under coYer of a tran.·yer e ridge. Tbe acturate 
and deadly fire of the companie on the hillsides. in effect a double enwlopment 
of the Confederate flank . ·oon rendere l the ho tile po. ·ition untenable. and 
Pyron "ithdrew hi force to a trong po. ition where the tanyon narro\\·ed about 
three-fourths of a mile to the ''e t. Captain Howland failed to take achantage 
of the ho tile retirement. a ' ordered, and the Confederate gun· were able to take 
up their new position. "-ithout hindrance. 'l'he l'nion force maintained <:lose 
contact with the Confederate flank" and Captain Downing ·s company now rein
forced ·with the di. ·mounted caYalry of Captain IIo"·land. "·a.· directed to tlimb 
the teep and rough mountainside aboYe the left (north ) flank of the Pnemy and 
drive him from the canyon. The companies on the .-outh .-icle of the canyon 
tooperatecl in thi · mowment. and as the Confederates began to fall back they 
\\ere repeatedly charged by Captain Cook' ' mounted infantrymen of Company 
F, Fir:;t Colorado. The Confederates 'Yere bacliy demoralized and Pyron finally 
"-ithclre"- hi.- shattered force to the ire ·tern encl of the .Apache Canyon. ~ight 
wa coming on and ChiYington abandoned fn rt her pur. uit. 

This was the 'olorado troop:; first battle. and they had atquittecl tbemselYe 
like Yeteran ; the defeat of the Confederate force ''m; deci ·iYe. and their lo."e , 
e ·timated at :32 kill cl. 43 "·otmdecl and 71 taken prisoner. were excee lingly heaYy 
in compari ·on 1Yith the number engaged.• ChiYington ·s ca ·ualtic.- were ·om
parati-vely light. fiye killed and fourteen wounded. LeaYing a small rear guard 
in the A.pache Canyon. ChiYington retired to .Pigeon ' ranch early in the night . 
and here he " ·a.- joined by about three Jnm lred infantry and caYalr.1· from the 
main body. The ni()'ht of the 26th wa.- spent in carin"' for the wournlecl and bun-ing 
the dead. ~\. mes:;age had been ·ent to Colonel 81ough achi. ing him of the engage
ment and requesting that the main body reinforce ChiYington ·;; commaml as early 
a po· ·ible ina. mu th a the enemy was no'Y on the moYe from 'anta Fe to,Yard 
Fort Cnion. On the 27th the water ·up ply at Pigeon\; ranch betame rather low 
and ChiYingtnn ·s force retired cl uring the afternoon to Kozlo"·ski' · ranch 11·here 
a plentiful supply of " ·ater wa arnilable. llere. at 11 :00 p. m. of the ·ame day, 
he 'rn ·joined by Colonel ·1ough with the main body. }Ieantime }fajor Pyron bad 
notified Colonel 'curry at Gali ·teo of hi (.Pyron'· ) reYerse in the ...lpache Canyon, 
and 'curry at once put bi.- entire command on the march to,rnrds the Confed
erate tamp at Johnson ·s ranch in the we.tern exit of the can~-on. Ile reathed 
there early on the :zlth , and on the next clay, lea.Ying the ·upply train at John. on s 
ranch with a :trong guard, the combined Confederate column · mowd fonrnrcl in 
the pas.- to gi 1·e battle to the Federal force. 

Early on the morning of }larch 2 . 1 62, the l."nion force commented it · 
march to the we 't ""·ith a Yiew" to quote from Colonel 'lough ·.- report "of 
rec:onnoitering hi · ( the enemy':) po.-ition at .Johnson'. · ranch.,. To acwmpli h 
thi.- mi .,·ion }Iajor ChiYington with a detachment con;;i ·tin"' of Companies A.. B, 
E and II. Fir. t ('oloraclo Infantry Yolunteer.-, Ford ·s Independent Company 
Colorado Yolunteer-, and Companie · ~\. an cl G. Fifth T; .• '. Infantr~-. approxi
mately 4:30 offiters and men. wa.- orcl r cl to take the Gali teo roa l and b> a 
detoui· through the mountain gain the print·ipal heights upon the .-ide.- of ~\.pa'c·be 
Canyon and occupy them "-bile the main bod~· under Colonel f::ilough ·s (·ommancl 
aclYancecl ''"est through the La Glorieta Pass. ...lccorclingly ChiYinrrton 's detach
ment left the main bod~- about t"·o mile: 1Yest of K ozlowski 's ranch . and continued 
lt · march to the southwest to gain the ho tile rear. 

1 ):o af·t·uratt' report of the Confederate Jo~~ e~ wa~ eYt-r n1adt'. and th{' e~ti1nate gi\·pn 
aho,·e i~ tha of :\la jor ChiYing-ton in his report on th e tngagt"n1ent. 
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At 10 :30 a. m. 'lough '. command, nO\Y numbering about 700, r eached Pigeon'. 
ranch and a halt "'as made to enable the men to fill their canteen. with \Yater a 
that would be the last opportunity before reaching the \re tern end of Apache 
Canyon. Captain Chapin. 7th "C. '.Infantry, Colonel Slough's as. istant adjutant 
general, with the cavalry. wa directed to reconnoitre tow-arcl the summit of the 
pas.· and gain eontaet \Tith the Confederate force. Ile bad procee led but about 
three hundred yard. \d1en he encountered the enemy in full . trength and oc upy
ing position. acros the line of aclrnnce of the Federal troop . . 

'cun·~- ha cl di. po eel bi troop. in three groups; one occupied a ridge on the 
, outh side under ::\Iajor Pyron, another in the Yalley. under command of )lajor 
H.aguet. upported the artillery. while curry himself per onally le l a third group 
on the north of the , 'an ta Fe trail "Which here traYerse ' the battle fiel l from 
ea:t to \Ye t. The Uonfecl erates opened the engagement ''ith their artillery and 
for a few minute. cau: cl con. iderable confu. ion in the Federal rank.. lloweYer, 
'lough promptly got his eommand in hand. and Capta in Do\T"Iling with hi. com

pany, D First Colorado. \YaS onlered to deploy to the left (::;outh) and engage the 
enem~- oecupying the rid"'e to the south,rest. Company I, First Colorado. was 
similarly ordered to engage the hostile force to the nol'thwe. t. and the batterie. 
under Captain Ritter and Lieutenant Claflin. supported by the caYah·~- and Com
pany K Fir. t Colorado, at once went into adion in the Yicinity of Pigeon ·s l'anch. 

The action now became general and both . ide fou"'ht de. perately. l::llough' 
force wa. outnumbered, although curry was not aware of this. and it became a 
clefensin fight on the part of the Federal throughout the entire engagement. 
Quoting now from llaJl 's ' · llistory of Colora lo '': ' Captain Downing achancecl 
a11Cl fought de. perately, meeting a largel)- . uperior foree in point of number , 
until he wa: almo1<t overpowered and unoundecl, " -hen happily Captain \Yild er 
of Company G First Colorado \Yith a detachment of hi. company. came to hi: 
relief. ancl extricated him and that part of hi. · ·ompany not :laughtered. \Yh ile 
on the oppo.' ite side. the right. 'ompan.'- [ had achancecl into an open space. 
feeling the enemy. ancl ambitious of tapturing hi: batter.'-. when the:- were :ur
pri:ecl b:- a detachment which was concealed in an arroyo. and ,,·hieh. \rhen Kerber 
and his men \\·ere within fort:- feet of it. opened a galling fire upon them. Kerber 
lost heaYily (Lieutenant Baker being \YOtmdecl) and fell back. In the rneantim 
the enemy ma .. eel and made five ::;ucce:. iw charges on our batterie:. determined 
to capture them as they had captured Canby 's at Yah·ercle. ~t one time they 
"·ere 'rithin forty ~-arch; of. 'lough ·s batteries, their slouch hats dra,rn clown owr 
their face . . arnl rn:hing on with deafening yell'. It eemecl ineV"itable that they 
" ·ould make their capture, \\·hen Claflin gaYe the order to 'Cease l'1 iring '. and 
Captain . 'amuel Robbins "·ith hi. Compan:- K First Colorado arose from the 
ground like gho:t ·, cleliYCrecl a galling fire charged ba.'·onets. and on the double 
quick put the rebel: to flight. 

"During the whole of this time the ca Ya] ry under Captain llowlancl " ·ere 
held in re.'erYC, nner moYing except to fall back out of danger, with the exteption 
of 'aptain 'amuel Cook". men 'rho di ·mounted and fonght a: infantry." * * * 
Bnt ewry irn·h of ground \ms . tnbbornl.'· conte:ted. In no iu.'tante did ~·Hough ·s 
force: fall back until the.'· "·ere in clanger of being flanked and smTotmclcd, and 
for sewn hours \Yith out rest or l'efre bment, the battle raged i.nte. :antl:-. At 
one time Claflin ga,·e orclers to double . hot his g1ms, they being nothing but little 
bras. bo,ritzers. and then stood an cl countNl. ' One. t\\-o, three. four', until one 
of his gun carriages capsizecl and fell clown into the gulch· from \\·bich plal'e 

;; l 'oo k"s c1,mpany wa~ no t a ea , -airy unit: altho ug h 111ount t'd they \\·ere a c-on1 pan~· (F) 
n f th e Fir~t Colorado Infantry Y olunteers. 
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Captain 'amuel Robbin and hi Company K extricated it and tlrn. ·awd it from 
falling into the enemy' hand" . 

Shortly after 5 :00 p. m. Colonel 'lough decided to break off the engagement 
and retire to Kozlmvski · ranch. Scurry had been too badly puni heel to attempt 
a pur uit. ancl furthermore ju t about thi. time he received word of the de:truction 
of bi uppl~· train. It wa a tunninO' blow and the Confederate commander 
rt:alized the hopele ·ne.· of any further advance. H e at once ent a flag of truce 
to Colonel Slough to arrange for an armi tice until nine o'clock the next mornin~, 
which was agreed upon, and was afterward extended to twenty-four hour · more. 

In the meantime. and unknown to Colonel laugh at the time the armi tice 
was arranged. :Jiajor Chivington had ucce: fully reached the ho tile rear and, 
a above stated, had totally destroyed 'curry'· supply train. After leaving the 
main column at 9 :30 in the morning, Chivington 's command followed the Gali. teo 
trail for about eight mile , and then branchinO' off we t into the mountains they 
finally. at 1 :30 p. m., reached the height on the outhern ·ide of the Apache 
Canyon and overlooking Johnson ' ranch. A reconnaissance of the Confederate 
camp wa made and it wa a certained that there ''ere about 0 fully loaded 
wagon near the ranch, ome 500 hor ·e and mule corralled in a deep ravine, and 
a mall guard "·ith one field piece.,; 'hivington 's force de ·cended the moun 
tain ide with great difficulty, charged the camp. took and spiked the gun, and 
totally destroy cl by fire the entire 'rngon train "·ith it load of ammunition, com
mi ·ai-y toreis, clothing and forage. The animal were bayoneted in the conal, 
and all of the gua1·c1 that had not e caped clown the anta Fe road were captured 
or killed. Rea. cending the mountain the command wa met about dark by 
Lieutenant Cobb, aide on Colonel 'lough '. taff, who informed hivington that 
the main body had . uffered a r ewrse and was retiring to Kozlmv ki' ranch " ·here 
Chivington " ·ould rejoin the command without delay. Guided by a French prie t 
and in in ten e darkne.. hivington and hi.· men after a toil ome march finally 
rejoined the main body about midnight. 

curry, utterly demoralized, withdrew under cm·er of the armistice to 
Santa Fe. and the Union forces pent the ~9th in burying the dead and caring 
for the wounded. friend an l foe alike. The Federal lo .. e a. reported by Colonel 

laugh Yrere one officer killed (Lieutenant ,John Baker. Colorado \ olunteer ) 
and t"-o 'rnunded; twenty-eight enlisted men killed and forty wounded. Colonel 
'curry ·s report of the 'onfeclerate las. e at La Glorieta were thirty-: ix killed and 
ixty wounded. Among the killed \Yere :Major. RaO'uet and 'hrop:hire and Cap

tain Buckholt . In addition about twenty-five pri oners, including several officers. 
were captured b~- the nion force. The. e report., Union and Confederate, of the 
lo e incurred at La Glorieta. lean ome"·hat toward. con ervati ·m, and it i · 
likely that both ·icle lo t more than they cared to admit. Whitford ay. : ' Ilo,~
ewr, it i: very clo. e to the fact to ay that the "Cnion los:e in killed and \\Ounclecl 
in Colonel SlouO'h ". force on :Jiarch 2 th. wa about one-fourth of the number of 
troop engaged; and that the Confederate. lo:t in the two fight: more than one
fourth of theil' men who entered the pa . ,. 

The engagements in the Apache Canyon and at Pigeon': ranch. now O'enerally 
de ignated a the battle of La Glorieta and sometime. referred to a "The Getty -
burg of the Southwe t ''were gloriou epi ·ode in the hi tory of Colorado 's military 
organizations in that they proYecl the mettle and terling worth of the soldiers 
of the territor~· and de troyecl mo:t decisively Southern a. piration. of adding 
the great 'outhwe. t to the Confederacy. Further, any indications of favoring 

• The guard originally left with the supply train numbered about 200 men. hut during 
the day 125 of them were withdrawn to reinforce curry in the pass. 
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the 'outhern cau e on the part of the ::llormon. of L"tah. the Indian tribes of 
the outhw·e t , and the ''malignant element'' in Colorado were ' rudely checked 
and held in re traint' '. 

On the afternoon of :Jiarch 30th Colonel Slough - command started for Fort 
-nion in compliance with po itiYe orders from Colonel Canby to retire to that 

po ·t in order to protect it ''at all hazard and leaYe nothing to chance '. 'lough 
was incen eel at the order to retire to Fort Tnion, but could do nothin()' but obey. 
To quote from Holli ter 'Ili. tory of the Fir. t olorado' (Hollister wa.· a 
member of ompany F , Fir t Colorado at the time ) : "Flu heel '"ith an honorable 
and complete victory, hi braYe troops eager to complete the destruction of the 
enemy, Colonel 'lough read the de patch brought by Captain ).'icoclemu" in 
di may. He could not de troy the order· it had been too openly defo·erecl to 
leaYe any room for eYa. ion; to obey it wa to let the enemy. broken and di -
heartened, e cape; to refu e wa to ·ubject him elf to court martial and disgrace. 
He i. ued the order for the backward mo,ement, but re igned his com mi. -
sion '.7 

There is no doubt that had Colonel lough been permitted to continue his 
advance right after the battle of La Glorieta it would have led to the entire 
capture or di per. ion of the enemy' force. Colonel Slough, di. gu tecl, re igned 
his commi ·sion on April 9th, and :Jiajor hiYington. at the petition of all officers 
of the regiment including Lieutenant Colonel Tappan, wa promoted colonel of 
the regiment on April 14th, 1 62. 

On April 5, 1 62, the regiment again left Fort Union under order to join 
Colonel Canby' · force in the pur. uit of the Confederate column now retreating 
southward along the Rio Grande. The nion force wa re-unite l at Carnuel Pa 
on April 13th, and Canby on the following clay commenced his march in pm uit 
of the retreating Confederate . who bad preYiou ly eYacuated 'anta Fe and were 
now on their way back to Te:s:a . Late at night on the 1-!th anby'. force over
took the Confederate· at Peralta, where, on April 15th, en uecl a de ultory kir
mi h without much advantage or lo to either side. HoweYer, while it wa. in 
progre , a part of the Confederate force that had encamped about two mile 
aboYe on the bank of the Rio Grande wa di coYered makin()' an attempt to join 
its main body. A detachment of the Fir t Colorado wa immediately di patched 
and captured the entire rebel party with it baggage and one field gun. 

''That night, under COYer of darkne · , ibley and hi command cro eel the 
Rio Grande and pur ued tlieir way down the riYer on the oppo ite :icle. And thu 
for . everal con ecutive days were the 1 nion and Confederate forces on oppo ite 
ide of the river almo t con tantly in ight of each other· the rebel.· making all 

ha te to escape from the country and the nion force endeavoring to get uf
ficiently in advance of them to cros the Rio Grande and cut them off. \\·hich they 
were never enabled to do. Frequently the forces "-ould stop and exchange a few 
shot from their artillery, and then re ume their march. until the night of the 
17th when the enemy, in the mid t of one of the eYere. t wind and . and torm 
eYer known in that ection of the country burned all hi. wagon excepting two 
ambulance , packed hi cantry ·upplie upon his transportation mules, and 
left the river, taking to the mountain to avoid being captured. ;\ext morning 
left Colonel Canby free to cro the river with hi command and proceed lei:urely 
on hi way to Fort Craig, where he arrfred on the 22d · '. 

The Fir t Colorado Infantry Volunteers remained at Fort Craig until July, 
1 62. when orders were receiYed relieving the regiment from duty in the 'outhern 

7 Colonel Slough was later appointed Brigadier General and was assigned to command 
of the 1\Iilitary District of Alexandria , Va. At the close of the war he was appointed hief 
.Justice of the Territory of Xew ~Iexico. 

' Hall. 
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Di trict of Xe'Y Mexico and directing that it take tation at Fort l'nion. In the 
meantime Colonel ChiYington obtained leave of absence, and had proceeded to 
Wa hington. D. ., for the purpose of having hi regiment converted into a 
caYaln· organization and transferred if pos ible to the Army of the Potomac. He 
ucceeded in haYin"" it converted to the caYalrY arm and al o ecured an order for 

it return to Colorado. but failed in bi effort .to llave the command ·ent ea t. 

On reaching Fort "Gnion the regiment ,rn. plit into detachment.. and sent 
to garrison nriou po t in northern :0:"e"" )fexico and outhern Colorado. Early in 
January. 1 63, it 'rn · again concentrated at Colorado City. Colo. Terr .. and on 
the 13th of that month the entire regiment arrived in Dem·er where it received a 
royal and entbu ia tic welcome after it. year' · ab. ence and gallant sen·ice in the 
cause of the nion. "Gnder the provi ion of pecial Order :Xo. 36, H eadquarter 
Department of the :\Ii. ouri, 't. Louis. Mo., elated i ·ovember 1, 1 62, the regiment 
was conYertecl to the cavalry arm and r e-designated a the Fir t Colorado avalry 
Volunteers. The change to the cavalry arm was effected soon after the regiment 
returned to Colorado, and almo t immediately thereafter it was again . plit into 
detachment which were ordered to garri. on the po. t and camp throughout 
Colorado and adjacent territories to hold in check the Indian who had becomE 
hostile. 

Two additional companie were added to the regiment by the tran fer of 
Companie ' (Captain Backu ), and D (Captain 'exton), eeond 'olorado In
fantry. a Companie L and :\I, Fir t oloraclo CaYalry. re · pectinl~· . the fir. t in 
December. 1 ' 62. and the latter in April, 1 6:3. The.·e hrn companie had been 
rai ed in Denver, Golden, Central ity and Xencla 'ity between September 2d 
and December 1 t 1 62, a· indepen lent companies but were later de i""nated as 
unit of the new 'econd Infantry then being formed under Colonel Leavenworth. 
However, their ervice ''"ere needed immediately and ince they had originally 
been organized a cavalry unit they were tran. ferred to the Fir:t Cavalry. 

The widely di per eel unit · of the Fir. t olorado aYalry no"· entered upon 
a long and arcluou period of active en-ice again. t the ho tile Indian . and im
portant and intere ting a· thi ·en-ice ''a it i. beyond the . cope of tbi hi tory to 
recount the tory of the many expedition and skirmishe. participatecl in by the 
various detachment . However. it may perhap. be of interest and Yalue a a matter 
of historical record to mention briefly a few of the more important of the e expedi
tion and kirmi hes in which unit of the regiment participated. 'l'he fir t of the e 
wa.· an expedition along the overland mail route to the vicinity of l<""'ort Bridger, 
Wyo .. "to cha ·ti ·e any Indian "·ho may ha Ye ·ommitted depredation on either 
the ranche or emigrant * * * ' ·. 'l'he Expedition ,rn. compo:ed of Companie B, 
I , Land ill. First Colorado CarnlTy, under command of :Jiajor E. Wynkoop of the 
ame regiment, and left Camp Collin , olo. Terr., ( later Fort ollin ) during 

the early part of July, 1 63. The expedition proceeded to a point about 100 mile 
southwe t of Fort Ilalleck near the headwater. of the Bear, \Yhite. and nake 
rivers in we tern ·wyoming, and although it had but little opportunity to 
''cha ti e '' the Indian , nenrthele it pre ·ence on the 0Yerlancl Route afforded 
protection to th mail and avecl the liYe. and property of many an emi""rant and 
rancher. The expedition returned to Colorado late in the fall of 1 , 63. 

The Indian War of 1 6±-65 kept the detachment of the regiment constantly 
in the field, and during this time kirmi:hes were fought at Cedar Canyon, 
Fremont's Or ·hard, Atkin Ranch and Ya lley 'tation. Colo., 'moky Ilill, Kan. , 
and Little Larimer, D.T., to mention a fe,v only. Two provi ·ional battalion of the 
regiment one compo. eel of detachment from Companie C, E, and H, and the 
other from detachment· from Companie· D. G. and .K, with the Third 'olorado 
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aYaln-. all under command of Colonel ChiYington, then in command of the 
Di trict of Colorado, participated in the enga.,.ement again.tho tile Cheyenne and 
.Arapahoe Indian at and Creek olo. Terr., on XoYember 29. 1964.9 

The following report i typical of the acfo·itie of the detachment: of the 
regiment durin"' thi · period :10 

Yalley Station, Colo. Terr .. 
January 29.1 65, 9 :00 p.m. 

'ix hUIJdred and fifty head of cattle driYen off and all goYernment hay burned 
ye terday by Indian . I ent out eighteen men, who followed them fifteen mile , 
an 1 had a fight ·with a large party for three hour. . Killed 10 Indian. and 7 ponie ; 
I had 3 horses w·ounded. I tarted in pur uit "-ith twenty of my men and twenty 
of Lieutenant \\'"alter' men la t evening and came upon their camp. about 300 
trong. at daylight thi morning, which we attacked an 1 routed with a lo .. of 20 

Indian · killed and everal ponie. . ucceeded in recapturing some 400 head of 
cattle. Three of Lieutenant Walter' men lightly ,·rnuncled. ome 200 of the 
reel cleYils followed us 20 miles back. The impre ion i · that all the ranche. and 
tation. bet"-een here and Jule burg will be de. troyecl. and all communication cut 

off. unless there are more troops . ent on the road. Indian. een on all ide and 
large fire . belo''· uppo. eel to be ranche and tations. Lieutenant \\'alter leave 
\Yi th bis com1 any in the morning. 

gel. ) J. J. Kennedy, 
Lieutenant l:t. Colo. Cav., 

Commd.11 

The terms of en·ice of the original member of the regiment haYin"' expired , 
the mu.ter out of the Fir. t olorado Ca-valr:r a· a regiment took place by companie 
at Fort LeaYemrnrth. Kan .. and Dem-er , Colo., during the months of October, 
X owm ber and December. 1 64. Howe-ver, in c:ompliance ''ith War Department 
in truction . all officer· and men of the regiment de ·iring to continue in the. ervice 
and tbo:e ''ho. e term · of erYice had not yet expire 1 were a. em bled at Fort Lyon , 

olo .. in January, 1 65 where they were organized into a battalion of even 
companie:. ~.\ to G, Lieut. ol. '. F. 'l'appan, commanding. and de ignated 
"'l'he Yeteran Battalion, Fir t Colorado Cavalry". 'l'he ' Veteran Battalion " 
en ed in Colorado and Kan a until the end of the war, and wa finally mu tered 

out of the l'"nited 'tate: enice b~~ companies at Denwr and Fort Leavemrnrth 
during the months of October and XoYember, 1 65. 

•For details of the battle see chapter 3. following. 
"Record s o f th e War of the R bellion. Ser. I. Yol. XL\'III. Part I. p. 41. 
u The ~kirmish" r e fe rre d to in this report t ook p lace a• a consequence o f an attack o n 

the American ranc h n ear \'alley Station. Colo. Terr .. in whi C' h eight whites. inc luding a )Irs. 
l\Iorri o n and h e r two childre n \\·e r e kill ed by the Indians. 


